
 

SOUTHWESTERN HIGH SCHOOL 
 

Registration Handbook 
2021-2022 

 
 

A MINIMUM OF 25 CREDITS WILL BE REQUIRED FOR GRADUATION 
 
 

4 Credits – English 
 

3 Credits – Social Studies 
 

3 Credits – Science 
 

3 Credits – Math 
 

3 Credits – Physical Education 
 

.5 Credits - Health 
 

.5 Credits - Personal Finance 
 
 
 

Required Credits-15.5 
 

Elective Credits-9.5 
 
 
 
 
 

1 
January 2021 

 



 

REGISTRATION HANDBOOK TABLE OF CONTENTS 
 
 
Advanced Placement 3 
 
Agriculture 4 
 
Art 6 
 
Business Education 7  
 
Computers 8 
 
Driver Education (Summer) 8 
 
English 9 
 
Foreign Language 10 
 
Mathematics 11 
 
Music 13 
 
Physical Education/Health 13 
 
Science 14 
 
Social Studies 16 
 
Special Education Courses 18 
 
Technology & Engineering Education 18 

 
Youth Engaged In Service 20 
 
Work Based Programs 20 
 
Dual Enrollment Options 21 

 
 
 
 

2 
January 2021 

 



 

ADVANCED PLACEMENT 
 
AP Biology 1 Year 1 Credit Grade 11- 12 Elective 
 
This course is a biology course designed to be the equivalent of the general biology course usually taken during 
the first year of college.  One of the goals of this course is to provide the student with the ability to take an 
Advanced Placement Examination for the purpose of receiving college credit for the class. Prerequisites: High 
scores in both Biology and Chemistry and an affinity for science.  Exam fee is approximately $85.   Offered at 
Southwestern. (Exam fee will be reimbursed with a score of 3 or higher on the exam.) 
 
AP Calculus 1 Year 1 Credit Grade 12 Elective 
 
This course will introduce calculus through a geometric approach.  Topics will include limits, continuity, 
derivatives and integrals.  An intuitive approach will be used to show applications in areas like business, life 
science and social science.  One of the goals of this course is to provide the student with the ability to take an 
Advanced Placement Examination for the purpose of receiving college credit for the class.  A graphing 
calculator is required.  A TI-84, TI-85, TI-86 or TI-89 calculator is recommended, but any graphic calculator 
will be sufficient.  Exam fee is approximately $85.00.  Prerequisite:  Must have taken or be taking 
Trigonometry.   Offered at Southwestern (No student class fee if class is completed.) 
 
AP Chemistry 1 Year 1 Credit Grade 12  Elective 
 
Advanced placement science is a chemistry course designed to be the equivalent of the general chemistry and is 
usually taken during the first year of college.  Topics for the course will include structural discussions, atomic 
theory, chemical bonding and nuclear chemistry.  Other concepts would be theories involving states of matter 
and various types of reactions.  One of the goals of this course is to provide the student with the ability to take 
and Advanced Placement Examination for the purpose of  receiving college credit for the class.  Exam fee is 
approximately $85.00.  This course would differ from a general high school chemistry course as it would 
emphasize mathematical concepts in chemistry and more extensive laboratory experiences.  Prerequisite: 
Algebra II, One year of chemistry, and Physics or currently enrolled in Physics.  SRTNC CLASS.  (No student 
class fee if class is completed.) 
 
AP English-Language and Composition 1 Year 1 Credit Grade 12 Elective 
 
An AP English Language and Composition course cultivates the reading and writing skills that students need 
for college success and for intellectually responsible civic engagement. The course guides students in becoming 
curious, critical, and responsive readers of diverse texts, and becoming flexible, reflective writers of texts 
addressed to diverse audiences for diverse purposes. The reading and writing students do in the course should 
deepen and expand their understanding of how written language functions rhetorically: to communicate writers’ 
intentions and elicit readers’ responses in particular situations. The course cultivates the rhetorical 
understanding and use of written language by directing students’ attention to writer/reader interactions in their 
reading and writing of various formal and informal genres (e.g., memos, letters, advertisements, political satires, 
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personal narratives, scientific arguments, cultural critiques, research reports).  Offered at Southwestern. 
Prerequisite:  Teacher recommendation and/or an A average in previous English courses. 
 
AP Statistics 1 Year 1 Credit Grade 12 Elective  
 
This course takes an in-depth look at inferring information from a sample of data and making 
predictions.  People use statistics to look at the data and analyze it.  Probability is the mathematical attempt to 
predict the outcome of an event.  Statistics has applications in many career fields such as business, management, 
insurance, quality control, social services, and medical fields.  One of the goals of this course is to provide the 
student with the ability to take and Advanced Placement Examination for the purpose of receiving college credit 
for the class.  A TI-83, TI-86, TI-89, or TI-84 calculator is recommended.  Exam fee is approximately $85.00. 
Prerequisite:  Successful completion of two years of Algebra with a grade of A or B.  SRTNC CLASS (No 
student class fee if class is completed.)  
 
Other Advanced Placement Subjects that may be available– AP Physics, AP Psychology, AP U.S. 
Government and Politics, AP U.S. History, AP Spanish Language. 
 
 

AGRICULTURE 
 

Introduction to Agriculture 1st or 2nd Sem. .5 Credits Grades 9-12 Elective 
 
In this introductory class you will explore the world of agriculture.  You will be introduced to the FFA 
organization, explore the basics of the plant and animal science industries, and gain knowledge in the 
agribusiness world. This is a prerequisite to other agriculture classes! 
 
Food Science 1 1st Sem. .5 Credit Grades10-12 Elective 
 
This course allows participants to understand the food industry from a scientific point of view. We will discuss 
topics including: careers, nutrients including a unit on fats, the dairy industry, food preservation including 
canning and dehydration, fruits and vegetables, and sweets including sugars and chocolates. Become an 
informed student and learn about the scientific world of foods. We will include labs including making pizza, 
cake, cookies and candies, applesauce, and beef jerky. We will also taste different varieties of cheese and milk. 
Prerequisite: Intro to Agriculture 
 
Food Science 2 2nd Sem. .5 credit Grades 10-12 Elective 
 
In the second semester of food science, we will further investigate proteins. We will learn to identify where 
different cuts of meat come from on multiple different animals. We will investigate food spoilage and microbial 
growth. We will investigate food-borne illnesses and determine ways to prevent it. Finally we will discuss 
fermentation and how various beverages are produced. Prerequisite: Intro to Agriculture and Food Science 1 (or 
teacher approval)  
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Animal Science 1 1st Sem. .5 Credit Grades 10-12 Elective 
 
We will expand your knowledge of the animal world by investigating the anatomy and physiology of animals. 
We will look at the nutritional needs of animals, the feedstuffs commonly used and how to balance a ration. We 
will look at and explore many animal industries including, but not limited to, dairy, swine, sheep and goats. 
Prerequisite: Intro to Agriculture 
  
Animal Science 2 2st Sem. .5 Credit Grades 10-12 Elective 
 
In this class we will look into the veterinary side of animal sciences. We will investigate diseases of the various 
species, and investigate medications used to treat them. We will look into the companion animal further as well 
and learn about cats, dogs, rabbits, and other various small animals. Prerequisite: Intro to Agriculture and 
Animal Science 1 (or teacher approval) 
 
Agri-business  2nd Sem. .5 Credit Grades 11-12 Elective 
 
Explore the business side of agriculture while creating your own business plan. We will investigate how 
agribusiness began, discuss how agricultural economics affect the American economy, and explore how 
agribusiness are started and run. We will investigate the many sectors of the agribusiness world and look at the 
record keeping, basic accounting, and human resources side of agriculture. Prerequisite: Introduction to 
Agriculture.  
 
Leadership 1st Sem.  .5 Credit Grades 11-12 Elective 
 
Leaders are needed in all occupations. Explore your strengths and weaknesses in this course and improve your 
leadership ability. We will explore the many styles of leadership and the different personality types that relate. 
We will look at our attitudes and ethics to see how to improve upon these. We will also expand your 
communication skills through speeches and learn the basics of how to run a successful meeting using 
Parliamentary Procedure.  
 
Plant Science 2nd Sem. .5 Credit Grades 9-12 Elective 
 
Did you realize there are 25 different basic shapes of tree leaves? Do you know how to identify different plants 
based on their leaves or flowers? In plant science you will learn this and much more. We will grow plants and 
investigate how different changes affect the growth rates of plants. We will spend time in the greenhouse and 
around the school working with the plants.  This class can be trancripted with Southwest Technical College. 
Prerequisite: Introduction to Agriculture.  
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Soil Science 1st Sem. .5 Credit Grades 9-12 Elective 
 
Dirt, dirt, dirt. It’s all around you. Now is the time to investigate what it is all about. Where does it come from? 
How does it help plants and animals? We will discuss how to classify soil, learn how to calculate soil loss, 
investigate nutrients and their functions in the soil, and learn what fertilizers to apply in various situations.  This 
class can be trancripted with Southwest Technical College.  
 
 

ART 
 

Art 1      1st or 2nd Sem .5 Credit          Grades 9-12      Elective 
 
A semester-long preparatory course for those students wanting to take any art course, this course is based in the 
elements and principles of design with an emphasis on art as a means of personal expression and visual 
communication.  This class will also examine the importance of the “creative process” as a fundamental part of 
art production.  Multiple art processes and techniques will be explored along with skill development in art 
criticism and art history.   
 
Art 2                                              1st or 2nd Sem .5 Credit          Grades 9-12      Elective 
 
This is a semester course applying basic drawing and painting skills in a practical matter.  Students will learn 
how to observe the subject matter, draw and paint from the “real world”, critique, and be critiqued by peers.  
This course will include the development and history of drawing and painting and the importance of drawing 
and painting as a form of visual communication.  Various historical styles and techniques will be explored, 
examples of which might be Pointillism, Expressionism, Pop, Op, Super-Realism, still life, portraiture, 
landscape and abstraction.  A materials fee may be charged based on student’s material usage.   
 
Art 3                                              1st or 2nd Sem .5 Credit          Grades 9-12     Elective 
 
A semester of study dealing with different mediums of sculpture; such as:  clay, plaster, metal, wood, plastic, 
glass, and a combination of mediums (mixed media).  As well as exploring different mediums, the course will 
have a very strong foundation in elements and principles of design with discussion/critiques of what makes a 
great design and what is aesthetically pleasing.  There will be study of art history, especially those who have 
work in three-dimensions.  A material fee may be charged based on student’s material usage.  
 
Art 4                                              1st or 2nd Sem .5 Credit          Grades 9-12     Elective 
 
A semester of exploring advanced drawing, painting and sculpture techniques and mediums.  An extensive 
amount of the course will be spent critiquing and talking about projects.  Art history and research will be done 
on artists who have worked in the same manner.  A materials fee may be charged based on student’s material 
usage.  Prerequisite:  Art 1, 2, or 3 
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BUSINESS EDUCATION 
 

Accounting I 1 Year 1 Credit Grades 10-12 Elective 
 
This one-year course provides an understanding of the basic principles of the double-entry accounting system. 
Students will complete the accounting cycle for a service business, a sole proprietorship, and a 
merchandising business corporation.  Payroll procedures are also covered.  Students will utilize Excel to 
increase efficiency when completing certain accounting procedures.   No Prerequisites  This class is transcripted 
through Southwest Tech. Transcripted means that students will have the opportunity to earn credit at Southwest 
Tech at no additional cost to the student.  This class is highly recommended for anyone considering a future 
career in business.  
  
Accounting II 1 Year 1 Credit Grades 11-12 Elective 
 
This is a course that addresses the needs of students who want a strong foundation in basic accounting theory 
and procedures.  This may be for the purpose of career plans in business or accounting. Procedures to analyze 
and journalize more complex and unusual transactions will be presented.  The emphasis will be to use 
accounting information to plan, control, predict and evaluate decisions in the business management setting. 
Prerequisite:  Accounting I with a B average. This course is highly recommended for anyone considering a 
career in accounting.   
 
Introduction To Business 1st Sem .5 Credit         Grades 9-12 Elective 
And Marketing 
This class will provide an overview of the world of business from an entrepreneurial (business owner) 
viewpoint.  Types of businesses, their organizational format and activities performed in all businesses will be 
defined.  Five general areas of business will be explored as possible career avenues.  These are Human 
Resources/Personnel, Production/Manufacturing, Management and 
Marketing.  No Prerequisites. 
 
Personal Finance 1st or 2nd Sem .5 Credit Grades 11-12 Required 
 
This course educates students about sound money management skills and the financial planning process.  It will 
help students develop positive behaviors that are necessary to attain financial maturity and a secure future. 
Practical knowledge with hands on activities will be the focus of the course.  Topics covered include:  Career 
Planning/Employment Issues/Student Loans, Budgeting, Investments, Credit Usage, Financial Services, and 
Consumer Purchase Decisions.  No Prerequisites.  This class is transcripted through Southwest Tech. 
Transcripted means that students will have the opportunity to earn credit through Southwest Tech at no 
additional cost to the student. 
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COMPUTERS 
 

Computer Apps I 1st Sem .5 Credit Grades 9-12 Elective  
  
This course will emphasize the use of the computer to produce quality, visually-appealing, written 
communication in an efficient, timely manner.  This will be done by improving touch keyboarding skill, 
technique and speed development, formatting of common documents and electronic file management.  G-Mail, 
Word and Excel will be covered making students efficient users of these programs for basic applications. 
Students will also be introduced to Microsoft Powerpoint.   No Prerequisites 
 
 
Computer Apps II 2nd Sem .5 Credit Grades 9-12 Elective 

 
This course is designed to expose students to more sophisticated software applications to develop various end 
products – web pages, multimedia presentations, web-based communications. Students will expand on their 
knowledge of Word, Excel, and Powerpoint. In addition Publisher, Prezi, Weebly and peripheral devices to 
include audio and video will be presented. Students will also work with 3D printers and programs to create 
various items.  Students will have the opportunity to explore and implement emerging technologies to develop 
other end products through a self-directed search.  Prerequisite:  B or higher in  Computer Apps I or teacher 
approval 

  
Computer Literacy 1st or 2nd Sem. .5 Credit Grades 9-12 Elective 
 
An overview of the use for computers and related technology efficiently along with consumer awareness of 
technology topics.  Computer literacy will also include basic computer programming and problem solving 
techniques.  This is a semester long course. 
 
Computer Science Principles 1 Year 1 Credit Grades 9-12 Elective 
 
An AP level course covering seven main topics of computer science and technology including Creativity, 
Abstraction, Data and Information, Algorithms, Programming, the Internet and Global Impact.  This is a year 
long course.  Prerequisite:  Algebra 1. 
 
 

DRIVER EDUCATION (Summer Session) 
 

Drivers Education Summer No Credit Grades 9-12 Elective 
  
Offered at Southwestern High School through Southwest Wisconsin Technical College.  This course is designed 
to teach the Wisconsin roadway laws, increase vehicle knowledge, and teach natural laws affecting driving and 
application of all laws in relationship to driving a vehicle.  The course consists of classroom and 
behind-the-wheel phases.  All students who will turn 15 prior to September 1st may participate in the summer 
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classroom session.  Behind-the-wheel lessons will be arranged during the school year and summer, based on age 
and availability.  See Driver Ed website link on the school homepage for more information.  Required Fee – 
TBA.  No Prerequisites  
 
 

ENGLISH 
 

English 9 1 Year 1 Credit Grade 9 Required 
 
English 9 is the foundation for high school English courses.  This course teaches writing and reading as  
processes.  It encourages critical thinking and problem solving skills to be used in the daily practice of writing 
and reading.  Students will be responsible for applying daily grammar and vocabulary lessons in their writing. 
In addition to participating in the Accelerated Reader program, students will read a variety of literature 
including, but not limited to, Romeo and Juliet, personal narrative, essays, short stories, poetry, and novels.  The 
literature will be read and discussed critically as well as act as a model for student writing.  A variety of 
technologies will be incorporated in order to maximize student interest and learning.  The course will also 
attempt to enhance oral communication both formally and informally.  
 
English 10 1 Year 1 Credit Grade 10 Required 

 
English 10 continues to emphasize writing and reading as processes.   Because special emphasis will be placed 
on the publication of student writing in order to develop respect for readers, English 10 will force students to 
think critically and problem solve.  A variety of technologies will be introduced in an effort 
to heighten the quality of publication.  Students will be expected to incorporate daily grammar and vocabulary 
lessons into their daily practice of writing and reading.  Students will read and be critical of literature including, 
but not limited to, Julius Caesar, personal narratives, essays, short stories, poetry, 
and novels.  Participation in the Accelerated Reader program is expected.  English 10 will continue 
teaching the skills that improve oral communication in both formal and informal settings.  Lastly, the research 
process will be taught through college and career planning done in conjunction with the guidance office.  
 
American Literature 1 Year 1 Credit Grade 11 Required 

 
The American Literature course studies the development of our national literature chronologically, using 
representative selections from each literary period.  Vocabulary, grammar, and composition activities are 
integrated with the study of literature.  Participation in the Accelerated Reader program is a required component 
of the course.  
 
Career English 1st Sem .5 Credit Grades 11-12 Elective  
 
Career English stresses preparation for success in a competitive job market.  Major emphasis is placed on 
demonstrating competency in proper business procedures necessary to gain employment, such as filling out 
application forms and conducting oneself in an interview.  Both written communication and oral 
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communications are stressed.  Participation in the Accelerated Reader program is a required component of the 
course. 
 
Speech 2nd Sem .5 Credit Grades 9-12 Elective 
 

Students will be given the opportunity to advance training in communication arts. The following are the basic 
types of speeches:  informative, impromptu, interpretive, persuasive, demonstration and special occasion.  
 

Writing 1st Sem .5 Credit Grades 11-12 Elective 
 
Students will learn that writing is a process.  They move from concentration on the word, to the sentence, to the 
paragraph, to the composition. Students use their own writing for application of lessons.  Some short, creative 
writing is included in a mostly expository course.  As preparation for the research paper, students will practice 
writing compare/contrast, explanation, analysis, etc.  A 7-10 page research paper is the culminating requirement 
of this course.  Participation in Accelerated Reader is also a required component of this course. 
 
 

FOREIGN LANGUAGE 
 

Spanish I 1 Year l Credit Grades 9-12 Elective 
 
This course is designed to teach the basic concepts of the Spanish language, as well as prevalent cultural aspects 
of Hispanic nations.  The student will be engaging all four language skills – reading, writing,  
listening and speaking.  The class includes activities and projects which enhance the learning experience and 
provide authentic practice.  Prerequisite:  C or higher in 8th grade English or instructor permission 
 
Spanish II l Year l Credit Grades 10-12 Elective   
 
Spanish II is a continuation of Spanish I.  The units include a wide variety of topics, from travel and dining out 
to telecommunications and hobbies.  Vocabulary and grammatical concepts from Spanish I will be enhanced 
and expanded.  Students will also extend their knowledge of the geography, history, and culture of Spanish 
speaking countries and peoples.  Completion of this level will give the student a good working knowledge of 
Spanish, and he/she should have the ability to communicate with others in various situations.  Prerequisite: 
Spanish I  
 
Spanish III l Year l Credit Grades 11-12 Elective 
 
Spanish III continues the study of Spanish language and culture.  It emphasizes oral and written communication 
through stories, readings from literature, projects, and activities. The students utilize what they have learned in 
authentic situations.  Prerequisite:  Spanish II  
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Spanish IV l Year 1 Credit Grade 12  Elective  
 
Spanish IV continues the study of Spanish language and culture through a thematic approach.  The themes 
include art, humor, heroism, legends, and imagination.  The students read selections from literature which 
enhance vocabulary and emphasize more complex grammatical structures.  Conversation is an integral part of 
the class, and the students are expected to express themselves in Spanish.   Prerequisite:  Spanish III  
 
 

MATHEMATICS 
 
Pre Algebra 1 Year 1 Credit Grades 9-10 Elective 
 
Pre-algebra is a readiness course for Algebra 1. During the course time, basic math skills will be reviewed and 
practiced before moving on to the next course.  Repetition in problem sets will help students master all of the 
concepts needed in order to move on to Algebra.  Application of these concepts will be practiced throughout the 
course.  Students must pass semester one in order to take semester two.  Prerequisite:   Recommendation of 8th 
grade teacher  
 
Intermediate Algebra 1       1 Year 1 Credit Grades 9-10     Elective 
 
Intermediate algebra 1 is the first course in a two course sequence addressing Algebra 1 topics and applications, 
(see below) as well as introducing geometry basics throughout the two year course sequence. 
 
Intermediate Algebra 2      1 Year 1 Credit Grades 10-11     Elective 
 
Intermediate algebra 2 is the second piece in a two course sequence addressing Algebra 1 topics and 
applications as well as introducing geometry basics throughout the two year course sequence. Intermediate 
Algebra 2 builds on the skills learned and mastered in Intermediate Algebra 1 to move towards a more complete 
and application based understanding of mathematics. 
 
Algebra l l Year   l Credit Grades 9-10 Elective 
 
This course uses applications for a student to learn particular concrete cases first; then a general understanding 
follows.  This helps the students validate what they are learning (a central theme of the Common Core State 
Standards).  Good Problem solving strategies are an emphasis and are used to build on the concepts of 
geometry, statistics, probability, and other branches of mathematics.  Algebra one topics focus on the use of 
equations in one and two variables, algebraic fractions, exponents, radicals and the graphing of relationships. 
All of these skills are used to find meaningful solutions to real world scenarios.  You must pass semester 1 to 
take semester 2.  Prerequisite:  Successful completion of 8th Grade Mathematics. Recommendation of the 8th 
grade teacher.  
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Technical College Math  1 Year 1 Credit Grades 11-12 Elective 
 
This course contains some of the most important mathematics needed to be a productive member of today's 
workforce.  The course contains video programs, laboratory activities and problem-solving exercises.  These 
problems are the kind that people solve every day, in restaurants, on the farm, in a factory, in a business office, 
in a hospital, in a laboratory, or at home. Topics include: basic algebra, measurement, geometry, basic 
trigonometry, data, statistics and finance. Prerequisite:  Algebra 1 *This course may not be accepted by four 
year colleges and universities for admittance requirements.  This course is Transcripted through Southwest 
Technical College. 
 
Geometry l Year l Credit Grades 9-11 Elective 
 
An integrated approach is designed to inspire students' greater awareness of the geometric world in which we 
live.  The course is designed to create situations where students respond with more enthusiasm to a subject that 
connects directly to their lives.  Algebra is linked to geometry from the beginning.  When new geometric 
concepts are introduced, it is explored with the graphical techniques and formulas of coordinate geometry. 
Also, hands-on approach, geometry lets students discover important geometric properties for themselves. 
Through graphing, drawing, constructions, paper folding, cutting, and more, the stage is set for a more formal 
study of geometry.  A second goal is to present a careful development of both inductive and deductive 
reasoning.  The ability to reason logically about a situation, whether by a worker on the assembly line or a 
farmer planning crop rotation, is essential for wise decision-making.  Every opportunity is given to demonstrate 
the usefulness and vitality of geometry.  This should make it accessible to every student.  The student can set 
reasonable goals at the beginning of each lesson, and provide continuing reasons for them to develop a 
confidence and a sense of accomplishment in their work.  Prerequisites:  A grade of C or higher in Algebra 1 or 
teacher permission.  
 
Advanced Algebra l Year l Credit Grades 11-12 Elective 
 
This course is a continuation of the ideas presented in Algebra I.  In addition, graphing calculators help students 
visualize statistics and data, linear equations, and other algebraic functions.  Powers, roots, radicals, and 
exponential and logarithmic functions are studied.  This class, in conjunction with Trigonometry, will prepare a 
student for higher levels of mathematics.  Students considering a two or four year post-secondary education 
should consider taking this course.  Prerequisite:  Algebra l and Geometry (or concurrent with Geometry).  
 
Pre-Calculus (Trigonometry previously) 1 Year 1 Credit Grades 11-12 Elective 
 
This is a course for students who plan on going into Calculus as well as students planning further work in 
electronics and other technical fields.  During this course the concepts learned in Algebra I, Geometry, and 
Advanced Algebra will be tied together.  Students will review and expand on their work with parent functions. 
A majority of second semester will be spent on Trigonometry.  The student will be required to have a graphing 
calculator to take this course (see instructor for specifics).  Prerequisite:  A grade of a C or higher in Advanced 
Algebra or teacher permission.  
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AP Calculus 1 Year 1 Credit Grade 12            Elective 
 
This rigorous course is similar to Calculus I classes seen at many colleges and universities and designed for 
students seeking to take the AP Calculus AB exam in May in order to receive college credit.  Throughout the 
course of the year, students will learn the fundamentals of Calculus including limits, derivatives, and integrals. 
Students will be learning content at an advanced pace, so attendance, preparedness, and participation are 
required from students on a daily basis.  The student will be required to have a graphing calculator to take this 
course (see instructor for specifics).  Prerequisite: A grade of a C or higher in Pre-Calculus or teacher 
permission. 
 
 

MUSIC 
 

Band 1 Year 1 Credit Grades 9-12 Elective 
 

Band is a performance group that will promote individual pride, team-work, discipline and school spirit through 
performance of many styles of music at many events.  Band is a full year class, intended to be taken all 
four years.  Students will participate in music events, such as pep band, marching band, concerts, contests and 
clinics.  Large music trips are planned for every 4 years. Students must be in band, chorus or chorus/band 
during the entire previous year in order to be eligible to go on the Large music trip. We will take a small trip on 
the last day of school every year.  
 
Chorus 1 Year 1 Credit Grades 9-12 Elective 

 
Chorus is a performance group that will promote pride, team-work and discipline through performance of many 
styles of choral music.  Chorus class is a full year class, intended to be taken all four years while emphasizing 
basic vocal techniques.  Individuals will grow musically by taking private lessons.  Students will participate in 
music events, such as concerts, contests and clinics.  Big Music trips are planned every 4 years, with smaller 
trips at the end of each year. Students must have been in band, chorus or band/chorus during the entire previous 
year in order to be eligible to go on the 4th year music trip. 
 
 

PHYSICAL EDUCATION/HEALTH 
 

Phy Ed- Lifetime/Individual Sports 1 Year 1 Credit (each year) Required In 
              Grades 9, 10, 11, or 12 

Lifetime/Individual Sports Physical Education class will emphasize on skill development in both lifetime sports 
and individual sports. Lifetime/Individual Sports includes but not limited to archery, track,  badminton, tennis, 
pickleball, dance, beach volleyball, skating, cross country skiing, bowling, hiking, frisbee, frisbee golf, golf, 
cricket, curling, spikeball, personal fitness, yoga, and pilates. These activities will be utilizing a variety of 
equipment and will take place outside and inside the classroom.  
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Phy Ed- Team Sports 1 Year 1 Credit (each year) Required In

Grade 9, 10, 11, or 12 
Team Sports Physical Education class will emphasize on skill development in Team/Competitive Sports. 
Team/Competitive Sports includes but not limited to soccer, football, volleyball, basketball, eclipse, handball, 
badminton, pickleball, hockey, lacrosse, softball/baseball, and ultimate frisbee. These activities will be utilizing 
a variety of equipment and will take place outside and inside the classroom.  
 
Health 1st or 2nd Sem. .5 Credit Grade 11-12 Required 
 
The objective of the health class will be to develop, maintain and reinforce or enhance the health, health-related 
skills, health attitudes and practices of youth that are conducive to their health.  Units of study include: 
Nutrition, Mental Health, Exercise and Fitness, Human Trafficking, Reproductive Health, Family Planning, 
training for Shaken Baby Syndrome, and CPR/First aid. 
 
Personal Fitness & Wellness 1st or 2nd Sem.      .5 Credit      Grades 11-12 Elective 
 
The basic purpose of this elective class is to motivate students to achieve a personal fitness goal.  Specific topics 
will include: goal setting, personalized workout plans, proper nutrition, dynamic warm-ups, weight training, 
cardiovascular training, effective cool-down/recovery, and assessment of progress.  Students will also get the 
opportunity to sample a wide variety of fitness-related workouts throughout the semester.  Anyone who wants 
to see an improvement in their fitness, athletic performance, and/or overall health would benefit from this class. 
This class may be taken multiple times but may not be taken at the same time as Introduction to Personal 
Fitness & Wellness. This is a semester long course.  *This class or Introduction to Personal Fitness and 
Wellness can replace only one semester of the PE requirement to graduate. 
 
Introduction to Personal Fitness & Wellness 1st or 2nd Sem.      .5 Credit   Grades 9-12  Elective 
 
This class will introduce students to the four basic types of exercise: endurance, strength, balance, and 
flexibility. Students will participate in a variety of instructor-lead workouts as well as get practice at creating 
their own personalized workouts. Goal-setting, dynamic warm-ups, proper form/technique, proper recovery, and 
nutrition will also be addressed. Any student who wants to see an improvement in their fitness, athletic 
performance, and/or overall health would benefit from this class. This class may be taken multiple times but 
may not be taken at the same time as Personal Fitness & Wellness. This is a semester long course.  *This class 
or Personal Fitness and Wellness can replace only one semester of the PE requirement to graduate. 
 
 

SCIENCE 
 
Integrated Science 1 Year 1 Credit  Grade 9 Required  
 
Integrated science is required by freshmen.  Course topics include motion and forces (kinematics and Newton’s 
laws), energy (work, thermodynamics, electricity, magnetism, and environmental energy), wave and optics 
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(sound, EM waves, light, mirrors and lenses), matter (states of matter and the Periodic Table), chemical 
reactions (chemical bonds and reactions), and applications of chemistry.  Algebraic math skills are also 
incorporated.  Topics will be presented through lecture, interactives, laboratory investigation, and projects.  

OR 
General Science 1 Year 1 Credit  Grade 9 Required  
 
Integrated science is a freshman-level class.  Placement is by Middle School Instructor recommendation.  The 
course includes an introductory approach to topics of motion and forces, energy, wave and optics, and 
chemistry. Topics will be presented through lecture, interactives, laboratory investigation, and projects.  
 
Basic Biology 1 Year 1 Credit Grades 10-12 Required 
 
Basic Biology is a sophomore level class and placement is by Instructor recommendation.  Students will study 
heredity, evolution, the cell, and the five kingdoms of organisms.  Topics are presented through lecture, 
laboratory investigation, projects, and dissections.  Basic Biology is a science credit for Southwestern High 
School but may not be accepted by some four-year universities.  

OR  
Biology 1 Year 1 Credit Grades 9-10 Required 
 
Students will study heredity, the environment, the cell, and the five kingdoms of organisms.  Topics are 
presented through lecture, laboratory investigation, projects, and dissections.  Biology is required by the end of 
sophomore year, after the completion of Integrated Science.  
 
Chemistry 1 Year 1 Credit Grades 10-12 Elective 
 
Chemistry is the study of the substances that make up our environment and the changes these substances can 
and may undergo.  Emphasis is placed on experimentation and observations using problem solving techniques. 
The nature of science and how it affects society and technology is stressed.  The basic concepts include atoms, 
molecules, periodic table, chemical equations, kinetic theory, reaction rates and equilibria, plus 
oxidation-reduction reactions.   Prerequisites:  Biology, Algebra l (with a B average or teacher permission). 
Sophomores having completed Biology may enroll with teacher permission.  A separate notebook is required 
for the labs.  
 
Physics 1 Year 1 Credit Grades 11-12 Elective 
 
Physics is an algebra-based course dealing with energy and motion through the interrelationship of science and 
math.  Course topics include kinematic equations, gravitational forces, rotational motion, momentum, 
conservation of energy, thermodynamics, wave theory (sound and light), mirrors and lenses, electromagnetism, 
and quantum theory . The course emphasizes logical deduction and problem-solving, as well as the use of toys 
and gadgets to demonstrate concepts in fun and interesting ways. This course is ideal for students seeking a 
career at a four-year college.  The course features ambitious projects and field trips. Prerequisites: or 
Co-Requisites: Advanced Algebra, Integrated Science, or instructor permission.  
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Anatomy and Physiology 1 Year 1 Credit Grades 11-12 Elective 

 
This course is an advanced study into the human body.  The course will cover how the body's functions and 
structures are related together.  Through lectures, dissections, microscope work, and laboratory investigations, 
students will have a better understanding of the body and how it works.  Prerequisite:  Biology.  
 
Ecology 1st Sem. 0.5 Credit Grades 10-12 Elective 
 
Ecology is a one-semester course that emphasizes the biological science of ecosystems of our community and 
what makes those particular ecosystems unique. Topics discussed include ecosystem dynamics, biodiversity, 
biomes, species interactions, invasive species, and ecological disease. We will interpret how current human 
lifestyles influence our communities and how current practices could potentially harm these fragile areas. This 
course is a great introduction for students planning to take AP Biology.  Prerequisites: Integrated Science and 
English 9. 
 
Environmental Science      2nd Sem.       0.5 Credit     Grades 10-12 Elective 
 
Environmental Science is a one-semester course that explores a variety of different environmental topics such 
as the nature of the Earth’s systems, severe weather, pollution, energy resources, climate change, and current 
environmental issues. This science course has a strong focus on the human impact on Earth.  Prerequisite: 
Integrated Science and English 9. 

 
 
 

SOCIAL STUDIES 
 
World History w/ Geography 1 Year 1 Credit Grade 9 Required 

 
This course is a survey of world history from prehistoric times to the 20th century.  The course is divided into 
twelve “themes” (Units).  These themes include:  1.  Food, Shelter, & Human Development, 2.  War I, 3. 
Trade, 4.  Exploration, colonization, & Imperialism, 5.  Religion, 6.  War II, 7.  Law & Governance, 8.  Arts, 
Culture, & Leisure, 9.  War III, 10.  Technology, 11.  Human Disasters, and 12.  Current World Issues.  Within 
each theme students will also complete projects that involve research and problem-solving skills. - KATE 
WILL NEED TO UPDATE 
 
US History 1 Year 1 Credit Grade 10 Required 

 
This course is a survey of American history from the first people inhabiting the North American Continent to 
present times.  Topics include states, political leaders, war, government, geography, and culture.  Students will 
also complete projects that involve research and problem solving skills.  This class is required for all 10th 
graders.  
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Social Behavior 1st Sem. .5 Credit Grades 10-12 Elective 
 
Social Behavior is the study of human groups and the individual.  The objectives of this course include gaining 
an awareness of the complexity of our society and its organization & an understanding of the importance of the 
individual and the factors that influence him/her.  This course uses the disciplines of psychology, sociology, and 
anthropology as its knowledge base.  
 
Intro to Law 1st or 2nd Sem. .5 Credit Grades 10-12 Elective 
 
This course gives students a practical understanding of law and our legal system.  Intro to Law focuses on legal 
issues relevant to students’ lives and develops knowledge and skills essential in our law oriented society.  Units 
will focus on the legal system, criminal law, consumer law, family law, individual rights and social psychology. 
This course is highly recommended for those students who are interested in careers in criminal justice, law, or 
social work. 
 
Wisconsin History 1st Sem. .5 Credit        Grades10-12 Elective 
 
This course is an in-depth study of the history of the state of Wisconsin.  Emphasis is placed on geography, 
native Americans, the fur trade, territorial and statehood periods, immigration and settlement, the state’s role in 
the Civil War, lead mining, farming, lumbering, industry, and politics.  Wisconsin History features several 
individual and group projects.  
 
The Citizen In Today's World  1st or 2nd Sem. .5 Credit         Grade 12 Required 
 
The Citizen In Today's World is a civic action class.  Students will build on their previous knowledge about the 
Constitution & the federal government by studying the organization & decision-making in state & local 
government.  They will assess the costs & benefits of the actions they take as responsible citizens.  This course 
features a community service project as a major portion of the student grade. 
 
General Psychology 2nd Sem. .5 Credit Grades 11-12 Elective  

  
This course is designed to acquaint the student with the language and methods of psychology and to examine 
factors affecting human behavior in the areas of motivation, development, intelligence, personality, and 
abnormal behavior.  
 
Current Events 1st Sem. .5 Credits Grades 10-12 Elective 
 
The Current Events curriculum introduces students to issues that influence our life in this global, multicultural 
society.  Students will research current economic, political, social, and cultural problems and explore how 
ongoing conflicts affect groups as well as individuals.  Critical thinking skills and technology related research 
are emphasized.  Much of the course will be conducted using the “projects-based learning” model. 
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SPECIAL EDUCATION-RESOURCE PROGRAM 
 

Special Education services at Southwestern High School are generated by the needs of individual students and 
State and Federal guidelines.  All students receiving services must meet State definitions of handicapping 
conditions or medical diagnosis.  Typical services are provided for students with learning disabilities, emotional 
disturbances, cognitive disabilities, and medical reasons such as deafness, visual impairment, acquired brain 
injuries, etc. 
 
Each student has an Individualized Education Plan (IEP) developed each school year with specific goals and 
objectives set to their personal needs.  Accommodations and modifications as to needs in regular classes are 
also set at IEP meetings.  The Southwestern High School Resource program provides a Resource Study Hall for 
students with special needs to help them with tutoring, study skills, test taking, and it is also a quiet place to go. 
This service is available every hour of the school day.  The Resource program provides course work as 
prescribed in the IEP. 

 
 

TECHNOLOGY & ENGINEERING EDUCATION 
 

Introduction to Technology 1 Year 1 Credit Grades 9-12 Elective  
 
Intro to Tech is the foundation of the Technology Education area. It provides a comprehensive background in 
the four major areas of technology--communication, energy-transportation, construction, and manufacturing. 
The students will gain hands-on and minds-on experience with an emphasis on safety, teamwork, critical 
thinking, and problem-solving skills. A materials fee based on student material usage may be charged. This 
class is a prerequisite for ALL other Tech. Ed. courses. 
 
Manufacturing 1st Sem. .5 Credits Grades 10-12 Elective 
 
This course will reinforce and broaden the tool and machine usage skills learned in "Introduction to 
Technology." The students will complete a variety of projects to introduce and reinforce the aspects of 
manufacturing. The course offers a comprehensive welding unit and will cover a broad array of materials and 
materials processing techniques. Special emphasis will be given to safety, teamwork, the design process, and 
production planning. A materials fee based on student material usage may be charged. Prerequisite: Introduction 
to Technology  
 
Building Planning & Construction 2nd Sem. .5 Credits Grades 10-12 Elective 
 
The construction planning & design course will deal with drafting and design as related to building 
construction. The information presented will pertain mainly to the planning and construction phases of 
single-family dwellings. Students will use computer aided design (CAD) software to draw a complete set of 
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house plans. This course is one of the prerequisites for Building Trades.  Prerequisite: Introduction to 
Technology 
 
Woods Processing 2nd Sem. .5 Credit Grades 11-12 Elective 
 
This course provides the opportunity for advanced study and application of woodworking techniques. Topics 
include machine setup and maintenance, veneers, plywood, materials processing, joining methods, and 
finishing. The student will design and build an individual project. Students will be responsible for project costs 
and a shop fee will be charged.  Prerequisites: Introduction to Technology & Manufacturing OR Introduction to 
Technology & Building Planning & Construction 
 
Building Trades 1 Year 2 Credits Grade 12 Elective  
 
This course is for students who are interested in careers related to the construction trades. This course will give 
students on-the-job training in carpentry, masonry and electrical wiring. Emphasis will be placed on proper use 
of materials and tools, in accordance with accepted building practices. Students will plan, layout and build small 
buildings, such as garages and storage sheds. Remodeling, roofing and general home repair are included. 
Project activities vary each year, depending on availability.  Prerequisites: Introduction to Technology and 
Building Planning & Construction. 
 
Introduction to Engineering & Design 1st Sem. .5 Credits Grades 10-12 Elective 
 
This course is offered in odd numbered years starting in (‘21, ‘23, ‘25) and focuses on the advancement of our 
society based on achievements through engineering.  This course will review the evolution of engineering from 
the early years to projected achievements in the future.  Along with identifying careers in the field, this course 
will prepare students to understand and apply engineering concepts and processes to real life problems.  Upon 
completion of this course students will develop solutions to real life problems by using math, science, and 
predictive analysis in finding their solution 
 
Electricity, Electronics, & Robotics 1st Sem. .5 Credits Grades 10-12 Elective 
 
This course is offered in even numbered years starting in (‘20, ‘22, ‘24) to students who are interested in 
learning about the fundamentals of electricity, digital electronics, residential wiring and robotics.  Each student 
has the opportunity to learn about electrical components and review some of the basics in digital electronics, 
which is the heart of robotics and control technology.  Students will begin to investigate robotics applications 
and eventually build their own robotic device. 
 
Welding 2nd Sem. .5 Credits Grades 10-12 Elective 
 
This course is offered in odd numbered years starting in (‘21, ‘23, ‘25)  and will reinforce and broaden the tool 
and machine usage skills learned in “Introduction to Technology.”  The students will complete a variety of 
projects to introduce and reinforce the aspects of manufacturing.  The course offers a comprehensive welding 
unit and will cover a broad array of materials and processing techniques.  Special emphasis will be given to 
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safety, teamwork, the design process, and production planning.  A materials fee based on student material usage 
may be charged.  Begin the semester learning how to weld or improving the skills you may already have. 
Finish the semester with a project of your own.  Techniques used include:  ARC Welding, MIG Welding, 
Oxy-acetylene Torch, and Plasma Cutting.  Prerequisite:  Introduction to Technology.  This class is transcripted 
through Southwest Tech. 
 
Basic Auto Maintenance 2nd Sem. .5 Credits Grades 11-12 Elective 
 
This course is offered in even numbered years starting in (‘20, ‘22, ‘24) for students who want to learn the basic 
systems of an automobile (lubrication, fuel, electrical, wheels & tires, and brakes).  Other topics to be discussed 
will be tools, careers in auto maintenance, and owning and buying a car. 
 
 

YOUTH ENGAGED IN SERVICE 
 

Youth Engaged In Service 1st or 2nd Sem. .5 Credit Grades 11-12   Elective 
  

Youth Engaged in Service (YES) is a .5 credit first or second semester course available to students one time in 
Grades 11-12.  YES is a service and support opportunity for Junior or Senior students.  Any type of activity that 
occurs within the school district in areas such as tutoring and/or providing supportive services for students 
within the classroom, assisting in the kitchen or with custodial staff, providing assistance for the office personal, 
helping in the library, can be considered as YES placements.  The primary focus of the course is to give 
students experience in areas they are interested in or in areas where there may be a need.  YES stresses 
responsibility and leadership for those who participate.  Applicants will be screened with regard to personal 
behavior and consistent school attendance.  Placement in YES is dependent upon the approval of the Guidance 
Counselor, the Building Principal, and the cooperating teacher or supervisor.  Participants will be given a YES 
Handbook and are responsible for having a working knowledge of the content of the course handbook.  Follow 
through with regard to the course description and handbook is necessary for the successful completion of the 
YES course. 
 
 

WORK BASED PROGRAMS 
 
One or Two-Year Youth Apprenticeships (Juniors and Seniors) 
 
Youth Apprenticeships offer opportunities to juniors and seniors to prepare for a career while still in high 
school.  Two-year programs combine academic education, occupational instruction, and work based learning 
with an employer.  These programs are for students who have developed a strong career interest in one of the 
apprenticeships being offered.  Southwestern Apprenticeship classes begin during the first semester of the 
student's junior year and continue throughout the senior year.  Admission is by an application and interview 
process.  Speak directly with the guidance counselor if you are interested in an apprenticeship.  A completed 
application is required for consideration in any Youth Apprenticeship program.  These classes are taught 
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through Southwest Technical College and may be offered via SRTNC and/or on campus at Southwest Tech. 
The academic classes are also combined with a job experience component.  Students may receive high school as 
well as technical college credit, and a certificate of occupational proficiency from the Department of Industry, 
Labor and Human Relations (DILHR) upon completion.  
One-Year Apprenticeships ( Seniors) 
This model is available in the following Youth Apprenticeship Programs:  Auto Technician, Business, Health 
Services, Information Technology, and Welding.  The same application requirements will be followed as the 
Standard Youth Apprenticeship Model.  Work-based learning experience requires a minimum of 450 hours, 
along with two semesters of related classroom instruction.  The second year of the apprenticeship will be 
completed at the Technical College. 
 
.5 Credit per semester for class AND 1 Credit for work experience 
 
Work-Based Learning (Juniors and Seniors) 
 
The intent of this experience is to allow students to look at careers related to their interests.  The experiences 
related to Work-Based Learning are designed to train students who plan to enter the workforce directly after 
high school, who plan to enroll in a technical college or who plan to enroll in a university in a related degree 
program. 
 
 

DUAL ENROLLMENT OPTIONS AT SOUTHWESTERN 
(additional resources available) 

 
Early College Credit Program - Classes to be taken at a UW School 
 
Start College Now - Classes to be taken at a Wisconsin Technical College 
 
Part-Time Open Enrollment - Classes to be taken at another Wisconsin High School 
 
SRTNC - Classes to be taken over the SRTNC network on site at Southwestern 
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